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Mary Joy's 
legacy 
Harding to host a piece of Berlin Wall 
still 
impacts 
community 
. Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN 
On March 19, Harding students gather for a vigil in 
honor of Mary Joy Uebelein. A month later, wom-
en's social club Delta Gamma Rho and others are 
raising money for her family. 
RACHEL MCCURRY 
editorial assistant 
Throughout the week following spring break, the Harding 
community dedicated time to remember former junior Mary 
Joy Uebelein. As April 16 marked one month since Mary Joy's 
death, her family and friends continue to share and receive 
support during their process of healing. 
Mary Joy was in a vehicular accident on her way home 
for spring break, and she died from her injuries on March 16. 
Members of Mary Joy's social club, Delta Gamma Rho 
(DGR), have been intentional about spending time together 
to heal. On Monday, March 18, DGR held a special meeting 
to allow members to grieve together and comfort one another. 
DGR president senior Chase Mangrum said the meeting 
helped the women process what happened since they were not 
together the week of the accident. 
"We had singing and times of prayer, "Mangrum said. "We 
had specific prayers for Mary Joy's family, for the club,just 
thanking God for Mary Joy and who she was and her life." 
In addition to facilitating and hosting memorial services 
in honor of Mary Joy, Harding offered a shuttle ride free of 
charge to students who wished to attend Mary Joy's funeral 
on March 23 in Ballwin,Missouri. 
Senior Rachel Uebelein, Mary Joy's sister, said the amount of 
people at the funeral was a testament to how loved her sister was. 
"The whole auditorium was filled with people, and they 
had to pull extra chairs in," Rachel said, "There [were] a lot of 
Harding students who came in on the bus. Staff members came 
down in the plane, and a lot of other students drove themselves 
down. There were so many people there; it was just amazing to 
see how many people that my sister has touched in some sort 
of way through her life." 
Junior Emma Vaughn was close friends with Mary Joy 
and attended the funeral services. Vaughn said there were so 
many people at the visitation that visitors waited an hour to 
see her parents. 
On behalfofDGR, Vaughn gave May Joy's family encouraging 
notes from the club and a Bible in which members highlighted 
their favorite verses. 
"Her parents are just incredible,"Vaughn said. "They have 
been so thankful for us which is crazy because we are trying 
to be there for them." 
KARLI WILLIAMSON 
student writer 
Thirty years after the Berlin Wall fell, Harding's history 
and political science department will display a piece of the 
wall in early October 2019. 
The 10-by-10-foot portion of the wall, rented from Ripley 
Entertainment Corporation, will be on display in the George 
S. Benson Auditorium lobby for students and community 
members to view. 
Kevin Klein, professor of history and political science, is 
the man making this exhibit possible. 
"This is an opportunity that I am able to bring to the 
campus because I am the recipient of the Clifton L. Ganus 
Jr. Distinguished Chair of History and Political Science 
position," Klein said. 
The endowed chair was established by Chancellor Emeritus 
Clifton Ganus' family in 2017, and Klein received this role 
two years ago, along with a fund that he administrates. 
"I wanted to use that fund to enhance the opportunities 
for students in history at Harding," Klein said. 
According to Klein, the department brainstormed how to 
use the money, andJ.R. Duke, associate professor of history, 
proposed the Berlin Wall idea. Duke had seen a segment of 
the Berlin Wall on display in Memphis and was interested 
in bringing one to Harding. 
The display will be available from the second week in 
October until Nov. 9. 
Nov. 9,2019, will mark the 30th anniversary of the Berlin 
Wall coming down. Klein said historians generally look for the 
30-year mark, which allows them to seriously analyze events 
with the idea that they have enough time and perspective to 
make a sound judgment. 
"We want to provide opportunities for the history students 
and for the rest of the campus to take part in a shared 
conversation," Klein said. "History's main job is not to tell 
its own story, but to try to tell everybody's story in balance." 
Klein said other on-campus events like Cold War-era 
films, art displays and chapel talks will be offered in ·addition 
to the display. Klein will also be teaching a one-credit-hour 
course on the Cold War this fall. 
"We will be doing a week of chapel talks in which we 
discuss how we should respond as a people when a political 
line on a map enters the gospel," Klein said, "We have to 
ask this generation, 'What are you going to do about thisr 
Junior social science major Charlie Collins said he is 
excited for this display to come to campus. 
"Sometimes we are so distanced from historical events 
that we start to think of them as separate and apart from 
our lives," Collins said. "Seeing, experiencing, touching pieces 
of history like [ the Berlin Wall] is very important, but it's 
when you realize the significance of those pieces of history 
that the display becomes more important." 
Junior Derek Yingling, a history major, agreed with Collins. 
"It is always important to have historical facts on display," 
Yingling said. "The wall has played an important role in the 
world we live in now." 
The Berlin Wall's impact spans across generational gaps, 
providing ample learning opportunity. 
Klein said the two generations that went through the 
Cold War were affected by the war in every area of their lives. 
He said Christians ·have had varied responses and as time 
has passed, they have realized that praying is most effective. 
"At the end of the day, God brought about an end to that 
obstacle [war] in ways that none of us imagined," Klein said. 
"If bringing a 10 feet by 10 feet chunk of the Berlin Wall gets 
us to discussion about that, then that's a really good outcome." 
Photo courtesy of RIPLEY ENTERTAINMENT CORPORATION 
This piece of the Berlin Wall stands on display on 
Feb. 27, 2018, in Memphis, Tennessee, and will come 
to Harding in the fall. The Berlin Wall, which divided 
West and East Germany, fell in November 1991. 
Photo courtesy of KEVIN KLEIN 
A Harding College film canister containing Hard-
ing-made Cold War films sits among Communist 
and anti-Communist publications and artifacts 
from the Cold War era in Kevin Klein's office. The 
hat belonged to the East German Border•Guard, 
which operated security around the Berlin Wall. Accord
ing to Vaughn, a total of 10 people spoke at the 
funeral, including Harding students, members of Mary Joy's 
youth group, family members and members ofBreakdown St. 
Louis, a service organization close to Mary Joy's heart. In lieu 
of flowers, the Uebelein family requested donations to continue 
the work of the organization. 
Spring Sing brings influx of business 
Mary Joy's legacy has not only brought awareness and 
support to Breakdown St. Louis, but her decision to register 
as an organ donor has served others in need as well. 
"The organs were successfully transported, and 10 other 
people were either saved or helped in some way because ofher 
desire to be a donor," President Bruce McLarty said during 
Mary Joy's memorial chapel service on March 21. 
"It was just amazing to see how many 
people that my sister has touched in 
some sort of way through her life.,, 
Rachel Uebelein, 
senior 
AARON ALEXANDER 
asst. sports editor 
Spring Sing keeps students busy and the campus active, 
but no part of Searcy is untouched by the semester's weekend. 
Local businesses anticipate the wave of visitors and often 
see the effect in their financial records. 
Buck Layne, president of the Searcy Chamber of Commerce, 
said Spring Sing has a good impact on the Searcy business 
community. With approximately 11,000 visitors over a 
four-to-five-day window, Layne said hotels and restaurants 
experience a significant increase in customers. 
"Many local businesses report an increase in their income 
during this time," Layne said. "Local municipalities also 
experience an increase in local sales tax revenue." 
Several local businesses mark Spring Sing on their calendars 
DG R wants the club to-remember Mary Joy's selflessness and look forward to the influx of visitors, according to Layne. 
and love long after current members graduate. To do this, they "When you consider the impact and needs of 11,000 
According to Mount, last year's sales increased 27 4 percent 
on Spring Sing Saturday compared to a week prior. Mount 
said that it is not just coffee, as merchandise_ sales also climb 
over the weekend. 
"This will be my first year as manager over Spring Sing," 
Mount said . "I was told by the previous manager, though, 
to stock up and prepare for Spring Sing because it's going 
to be crazy." 
Midnight Oil is not the only business that prepares for 
the big weekend. Allison Dennison, owner of Mr. Postman 
Expresso, said she prepares by offering different specials and 
making sure the coffee shop and post office is well-staffed. 
"Spring Sing is a busy weekend, so coffee is an essential," 
Dennison said. "It is always fun to see students bring their 
families into our shop to show them where they grab coffee 
and study." 
Spring Sing may be a Harding tradition, but all of Searcy 
plays a role as well. 
voted to change the name of the "Sunshine Girls" club office to additional people to the regular 
"Joy Givers," reflecting Mary Joy's name. The role of those in population, almost anything 
this office is to support other officers and encourage members you can think of in the form 
of the club in whatever way they see best. of goods and services will be 
"[Joy Givers] just felt right because they are supposed to be increased," Layne said. 
the type of people that she was," Mangrum said. "Each year According to Layne, hotels, 
when we get a new induction class during Club Week and restaurants, auto fuel sales, 
they are learning about the different positions, that gives us shopping and auto sales are 
a chance to tell them about Mary Joy, and it gives people the some of the affected industries 
Hey, do you get your health insurance plan through 
Arkansas Works? 
chance to remember her." in the wake of Spring Sing. 
While a month has passed since the accident, people are still Rocky Cooper, assistant 
fundraising to help the Uebelein family with medical expenses. manager of the Heritage Inn, 
Members ofDGR designed and sold T -shirts to raise money said the campus hotel allowed 
for the Uebelein family, and Mary Joy's GoFundMe page has for Spring Sing weekend 
surpassed its goal of $50,000, and has received over $52,000. reservations on Sept.1, over 
According to Rachel, support for her family has not gone six months in advance, and 
unnoticed. all the rooms were booked 
"It's incredible, it really is .. . when a tragedy like this happens, through the website within 
you don't necessarily think about every single aspect, especially minutes. 
when you're in the moment ofit.,. Midway through, my family Kibo Midnight Oil Coffee 
kinda stopped and was like, 'there's so much we have to take House sits just a few blocks 
care of,"' Rachel said . away from Harding's campus, 
Rachel said she appreciates that the Harding community has and Manager Eric Mount 
been intentional in honoring Mary Joy and providing support said he increases his staff to 
for both her friends and family. accommodate the Spring 
"I just never know what any day is (going to] be like, "Rachel Sing rush. 
said. "So I really am grateful for everyone here: the staff, the "It starts on Thursday when 
students .. . Even if it's just a smile, people don't always know people first start getting into 
what to say, but I appreciate whatever type of way someone town, but Friday and Saturday 
shows that they care." are just insane," Mount said. 
Arkansas 
BlueCross BlueShield 
You may need to report your work and community 
engagement hours to keep your insurance. 
Full-time students get a a reporting exemption for 
6 months and classes count for pan-time students 
to help meet the requirement, too! 
Arkansas 
WORKS 
Report 7 days o week from 7 o.m. - 9 p.m. 
Visit: www.access.arkansas.gov Callthe DHS Helpline: 1-855-372-1084 
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Opposing Views: 
Requiring Spring Sing 
Some social clubs have certain 
requirements regarding Spring Sing 
participation for new members. Others do 
not. Requiring Spring Sing receives mixed 
reactions from students. 
••••••••••••••••••••• 
into the show. It felt like every night we 
were dancing, singing or both, trying to 
perfect our show. To say there weren't 
times that I wanted to call it quits would 
be false, but I am so glad I stuck with it. 
Madison Bassett I never knew that being required to do 
1 
Worth the 
burden 
As a freshman in women's social club Pi Theta Phi (PTP), I was thrilled 
to be able to participate in everything. I 
wanted to be a part of something bigger 
that allowed me to build relationships, and 
Spring Sing was an option. So of course 
I signed up. 
If you choose to do Spring Sing with 
PTP your freshman year, you are required 
to participate in large part. At the time I 
was like, "No big deal. I have all the time 
in the world." I was told that it would be a 
large time commitment, but I don't think 
I realized how big it actually was. 
As time got closer to Spring Sing 
weekend, we put more and more hours 
Alaina Webb 
Let it be a 
choice 
Spring Sing is a glorious time on Harding's campus when the culmination 
of a semester of hard work is presented 
Easter weekend in front of-thousands of 
alumni, students and Searcy residents. But 
for many freshmen and other new club 
members, Spring Sing is a responsibility 
that was given to them and not asked for. 
The newest club members are traditionally 
expected to perform in Spring Sing because 
such a time-consuming part would bring 
me the best memories or the best friends. 
At the beginning of that semester, I 
had friends in PTP, but I didn't feel like I 
was close to anyone just yet. Spring Sing 
brought me the close friendships I desired. 
The bonds of friendship started with the 
practices, and we were able to bond over 
learning dance moves and formations. 
Before we knew it, we all started going 
to Sonic after practices and spending 
more time together. Then the women of 
the show started watching "The Bachelor" 
together before practices, and that brought 
us even closer. 
The happy memories didn't stop there. 
As all the clubs wait in the Rhodes-Reaves 
Field House to be called to the stage, music 
is playing. All the clubs join on the court 
for a dance party to build energy before 
they perform. Simply getting to dance to 
the "Cha Cha Slide" or the "Cupid Shuffle" 
with your best friends is one of the best 
memories. 
It all began with required practices, but 
it ended with making memories and friends 
we would remember forever. 
freshmen are said to have the easiest class 
load, and it's almost like your rite of passage 
in your Harding experience. While this 
can be true for some, I've found being 
forced into Spring Sing just because of 
my classification and position in a social 
club is unfair and upsetting. 
During the club process, Spring Sing 
directors paint a picture of a magical and 
fun bonding experience that doesn't require 
an abundance of time. They don't tell you 
about Saturday and Sunday rehearsal times, 
the cost to participate in the show and the 
class time lost because of Jersey Night, 
dress rehearsal and matinee performances. 
I am in no way against the tradition of 
Spring Sing itselfbecause it is beautiful to 
see the different social clubs on campus rally 
together for a weekend and raise money 
for charitable organizations. However, the 
tradition that freshman social club members 
must perform in the show is ridiculous. 
Spring semester is a struggle for the entire 
campus body because of the fas t pace of 
courses along with the absence of enough 
breaks from school, and the freshman class 
CLUB 
CONSTITUTION 
SPRING SING 
LARGE PART 
REQUIRED 
I don't think that it would be possible 
for me to be as close to my friends today if 
I hadn't done large part. I loved Spring Sing 
so much my freshman year that I ended 
up doing small part sophomore year and 
junior year. It was not just Spring Sing I 
loved but the people and the desire to make 
more friends each year. The relationships 
Spring Sing helped me build didn't end 
after freshman year but continued to senior 
year. These are my best friends for life. 
We have been through the changes of 
college, been vulnerable with one another, 
grown closer to Christ together, and now 
we are celebrating engagements together, 
planning weddings together, planning 
annual reunions, figuring out the future 
and enjoying the present. 
Freshman year to senior year, we are 
still friends, and I never thought I would 
be saying that it was because of required 
Spring Sing. I encourage everyone to do 
Spring Sing once in their college career, 
even if it's small part. In the moment, it 
may seem like a burden that is tedious 
and pointless," but it is very rewarding 
and humbling if you let it change your 
perspective and build your friendships. 
MADISON BASSETT is a student 
writer for The Bison. She may be 
contacted at mbassett1@harding.edu. 
is probably struggling the most. The learning 
curve of balancing classes, homework and 
tests on top of extracurriculars like club 
functions, work and relationships is one that 
is tough to manage without the addition 
of Spring Sing. 
Freshman year is an opportunity to 
explore new experiences you choose for 
yourself. Spring Sing may be an activity 
that you choose to participate in freely 
without pressures from your social club 
members, and that is great. Nevertheless, the 
unwritten rule that freshmen are obligated 
to do Spring Sing is foolish. It should be 
a choice, not a mandate. 
Freshmen participating in Spring Sing 
may have the best time of their entire 
Harding experience and it may foster 
wonderful relationships, but your option 
to participate should not be decided due 
to your classification. 
ALAINA WEBB is a guest writer 
for The Bison. She may be con-
tacted at awebb4@harding.edu. 
Shifting 
Focus 
Don't judge 
a zoo by its 
reputation 
With wide smiles and skin slightly pinkened by the afternoon sun, 
my friends and I climbed back into Nora's 
red Toyota Corolla for the ride home, happy 
and content. As we began the journey 
back toward Searcy (after a quick stop 
for caffeine), we all recounted our favorite 
moments of the afternoon. 
"I'm actually really surprised," Nora 
said. "I wasn't expecting it to be so nice." 
I had been thinking the same thing. 
Last Friday, some friends and I made a 
quick trip to the Little Rock Zoo for the 
afternoon. The inspiration for the journey 
had struck just a few days previously when 
two of us had visited the Georgia Aquarium. 
As we practically ran from exhibit to exhibit 
with childlike glee, we both realized neither 
of us had ever visited the zoo less than an 
hour from campus. It was there, in the 
middle of an aquarium, that we made plans 
to visit a zoo two days later. 
In the few days leading up to Friday, 
I mentioned my plans to several people. 
The conversations all went the same way 
- after finding out we were going to the 
Little Rock Zoo rather than the Memphis 
Zoo, they would shrug and say something 
to the effect of, "Oh, it's OK." Other 
descriptors used were "small," "fine" and 
"kind of underwhelming." 
Clearly, the Little Rock Zoo had a lot 
to live up to for our first visit. 
We had pretty low expectations going 
into Friday. We knew it would be fun 
simply because of our company, but we 
didn't plan on the zoo being anything too 
great. Thankfully, we were wrong. 
The Little Rock Zoo deserves much more 
appreciation than it is given. The animals' 
enclosures and habitats are fairly large and 
well-maintained. We saw almost all of the 
staple zoo animals - lions, tigers and bears, 
oh my - and we spent well over two hours 
making our way around to all the areas. As 
if that's not enough, there is currently a 
gorilla infant increasing the zoo's overall 
percentage of cuteness by approximately 87 
percent, and the funnel cakes are reasonably 
priced and unreasonably delicious. 
What's not to love? 
Before visiting the Little Rock Zoo, 
I had developed an opinion of it based 
solely on what I had heard from others. 
I had already determined that it would 
be run-down and disappointing. That's 
the vibe I had gotten from others, so why 
wouldn't it be true? 
Forming an opinion on something 
before having any real knowledge of the 
matter is unfair. If for some reason we had 
been unable to go to the zoo last Friday, 
I would have remained unnecessarily 
convinced that the Little Rock Zoo was 
subpar. Judgments should only be made 
after personal experience and research. 
I t may seem cliche, but the old adage is 
valid. Don't judge a book by its cover, and 
definitely don't judge a zoo by its reputation. 
EMILY NICKS is the opinions editor 
for The Bison. She may be contacted 
at enicks@harding.edu. 
Twitter: emilyk_nicks 
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An Ode 
to Nancy 
It is finished 
With a swift but steady swing of the 
club, Tiger Woods captured America's 
attention once again this weekend with his first 
Master's win since 2005. Crowds erupted in 
cheer for the fallen-from-grace athlete. 
Iconic photos from the event captured 
Tiger in celebration and crowds of fans with 
mouths agape in cheer, fists turned to the sky 
in a celebratory expression of success. 
To an unknowing onlooker, Sunday's victory 
could have represented a life untainted, but those 
who know Tiger's story know it certainly wasn't 
a redemption story that was easy to come by. 
You may remember the scandal that engulfed 
Tiger's life more than a decade ago when his 
personal demons overtook his career, family 
and identity. Tiger's fall from the public's 
high-reaching pedestal happened quicker than 
his final stroke at hole No. 18 on Sunday, and 
the time it took for the public to forgive and 
redeem Tiger would span more than a decade. 
In fact, Tiger garnered only a 19 percent 
favorable rating in 2013, when a Forbes study 
found him to be the third most disliked athlete 
in America. 
Alongside the rise and fall ofTiger's story, 
in which we see once again how people fall in 
love with an underdog, Tiger's weekend success 
asks us to consider how we forgive and how 
we redeem. 
Similarly, in my women's literature class 
during the past two weeks, we've been studying 
another scandal of forgiveness and redemption, 
but in novel form. "Beloved" tells the fictional 
story of a former slave, Sethe who intentionally 
kills one of her children, and nearly kills 
another, in an attempt to protect them from 
the inhumanities of slavery. 
The novelist, Toni Morrison, asks the reader 
to consider, among many other things, how 
we forgive someone who made deep sacrifice, 
selfless but selfish at the s .:me time. Selfless 
because she seeks to save her children from 
the miseries of the world. Selfish because she's 
taking the life of another for her own relief 
In the wake ofher unthinkable actions, which 
Morrison asks us to consider justifiable, Sethe 
finds herself haunted by the ghost of one ofher 
children. The haunting steals her joy, physical 
health and emotional stability-just as Tiger 
found his career, family and identity haunted 
by his mistakes. . 
In two tales that seem on the surface so 
different, both protagonists fall from grace, 
and the reader of the story is asked to forgive 
and redeem these complex characters. 
While last weekend served as the intersection 
of these two scandals of forgiveness ---Tiger 
finishing the tourney as I simultaneously finished 
the novel --- I found myself with a deep-set 
entrenchment, nearly impossible to shake, of 
questions and contemplation. 
How do we offer forgiveness to someone's 
actions that seem selfish and unthinkable? 
Is there a difference between forgiving and 
redeeming someone? Can we forgive Tiger 
but not redeem him? Can we forgive Sethe 
but not redeem her? Can we forgive ourselves 
when we're haunted by our past? 
I take solace, however, in the near impossibility 
of answering these question s because this 
weekend offers reflection on another story-
another scandal of forgiveness and redemption. 
As Jesus uttered his final words on the cross, 
scandal erupted throughout all of history ---
past, present and future. 
In his crucifixion and resurrection, which 
we celebrate this weekend,Jesus meets us at 
our place of deeply entrenched questions and 
contemplation about forgiveness. He meets us 
at our place of questioning ourselves and our 
own forgiveness. 
With his head bowed and spirit abandoned, 
he reminds us he has taken our doubt and worry 
with him in the ultimate act of forgiveness. 
He meets us in our place of doubt with three 
simple words. 
"It is finished." 
KALEB TURNER is the editor-in-chief 
for The Bison. He may be contacted 
at kturner3@harding.edu. 
Twitter: kalebaturner 
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SPRING SING 
Lydia 
SunderRaj 
The 
Revolution 
continues 
W e voted. We won. We cheered.A lot. The social media explosion of 
Harding students and faculty writing about 
Searcy and begging their friends and relatives 
to support the #MySearcy revolution was, well, 
revolutionary. The sense of community and 
town pride over the past couple of months 
has been nothing short of incredible, and the 
relationship between Harding and Searcy 
feels stronger than ever. 
But what now? Are we doomed to go back 
to exactly where we were before, when we 
would forget that there was more to Searcy 
than just Harding University? How can college 
students become involved in the community, 
get good grades and maintain a social life 
oh, he's the scarecrow 
waltzing in the seventh row 
all at the same time? Adding small business 
support to your to-do list for the week may 
seem like an impossible expectation, but there 
are ways to encourage these amazing Searcy 
businesses without breaking your back .. . or 
your bank account. 
1. Get involved. Since Searcy was chosen to 
be featured on the Small Business Revolution, 
a new website has been created that will line 
up your interests with events and projects 
going on in the Searcy community. All you 
have to do is go to www.mysearcy.org, click 
on the "Get Involved" button to fill out a 
form of your interests and abilities, and the 
website will pair you with opportunities that 
match your talents. Every one of us has a role 
to play in this community, and signing up 
to serve or finding an organization you are 
passionate about is the first step to getting 
involved. 
2. Post, like, follow and share. Social 
media is a very powerful and relevant way 
to promote your favorite small businesses in 
Searcy. It's as easy as posting a picture of you 
and your friends sipping coffee at Midnight 
Oil on Instagram or sharing an upcoming 
event like Beats & Eats on Facebook. You 
can use social media to be a spokesperson for 
the products and businesses you really enjoy 
while encouraging the small business owners 
of Searcy who work so hard to benefit our 
community. Many of the businesses in Searcy 
rely on their clients to spread the word about 
their services and products, and all it takes 
I can't believe I drove 
500 miles for this 
Illustration by JOHN DAVID STEWART 
is a few taps to share our experiences with 
those businesses. 
3. Buy when you can. I know how tempting 
it can be to go to the same places for the 
same things week after week, especially when 
you have an abundance of meal swipes, an 
Amazon account and a craving for Chick-
fil-A. But if supporting small businesses is 
something that's important to you, opt for 
a locally-owned restaurant on Friday nights 
instead. The best memories are made when we 
break our routines, and trying something new 
could be an experience you will remember the 
rest of your life. Maybe try to find an outfit 
for your formal at the shops here instead of 
ordering from Amazon. Remember, Searcy 
doesn't make you pay for shipping. 
Harding students ·are members of the 
Searcy community just as much as we are 
members of the Harding community. By 
showing a little more effort to become 
involved with the small businesses of this 
town, we can partner with Searcy business 
owners to better the community for everyone. 
The Small Business Revolution victory is 
certainly going to give our Searcy a boost, 
but it takes a town to grow a town, and it is 
time to take the next step. 
W e are that next step for Searcy, Arkansas. 
LYDIA SUNDERRAJ is a guest 
writer for The Bison. She may be 
contacted at lsunderraj@harding. 
edu. 
What·'s Your Opinion? 
Contact Emily Nicks at enicks@harding.edu to voice your thoughts and opinions. 
Just the Clax 
Remembering Dr. Tony Finley (1943-2019) 
Iknew a man who was once invited to become the honorary dean of an 
organization. Since he was in his early 70s, 
he wanted to know if the job was taxing. 
He asked, "What does the dean do?"The 
president answered, "The dean don't do 
nothin'." So h e served for 13 years. 
That, of course, is the difference between 
honorary deans and academic ones. Earlier 
this month, Harding lost a true leader. 
Dr. Tony Finley served 17 years as dean 
of the College of Education, capping a 
five-decade career in teaching. When he 
died on April 2 at the age of 75, he had 
given 38 total years to Harding. Even by 
normal dean standards, Dr. Finley led an 
extraordinarily busy life. 
His resume was lengthy. Before coming 
to Searcy, he taught chemistry and math, 
coach ed basketball and volleyball and 
served as a principal and a superintendent. 
After several years at Harding Academy, 
he joined the university faculty in 1984, 
and three years later, he established the 
STEM center, which now bears his name. 
During his tenure as dean, the College of 
Education opened new satellite programs 
in North Little Rock, Rogers and Memphis. 
But there is more. The Thornton Education 
building was constructed on his watch and 
was built according to his design. Dr. Finley 
also presided over multiple accreditation 
efforts, expanded the university's master's 
programs and established one of Harding's 
first doctoral degrees. Known and respected 
far beyond White County, he seemed to 
know every school principal, board member 
and teacher in the state. His wide contacts 
proved a tremendous benefit to our school 
and to our graduates. 
These achievements are all the more 
ichael Claxton 
impressive for someone whose only career 
goal as a teenager was to play baseball. Tony 
Finley had hopes of making the major 
leagues and even had some scouts come 
to watch him. But everything changed one 
night when he was 16. He was working a 
graveyard shift at a factory when his left 
arm was torn off by a piece of machinery. 
The accident also cost him two fingers on 
his right hand. His dreams of becoming a 
professional athlete vanished in a second. 
Everything he accomplished in life after 
that, he did with one arm. Think about 
that. Dr. Finley's disability didn't keep him 
from a long and active career, with a host 
of side interests. At one time, he owned a 
department store and an athletic supply 
store. He bought and sold cars, and his last 
project was restoring a 1929 Model-A Ford. 
He finished it shortly before he passed away. 
While I have a talent for wearing out 
vehicles, I cannot imagine the patience it 
takes to restore one. And to do so with only 
one arm. But Dr. Finley loved his cars and 
cared for them with pride. At his funeral, it 
was said that he used to clean the engines 
with a Q-tip. 
Now get this. For 22 years, he was also 
a contractor in Searcy and supervised the 
construction of at least 50 homes. One of 
them is located at 509 Live Oak Drive. I 
know it very well. I hope he never saw my 
shabby car parked in the garage. It would 
have been even worse had he peeked at 
the engine. 
You would think a teacher, principal, 
dean, contractor, store owner and car dealer 
would have time for little else. I should 
also mention his active church service. 
Over the years, Dr. Finley taught Sunday 
school, directed VBS, drove a Joy Bus, and 
served as a deacon, an elder and a preacher. 
He and his wife of 58 years, Bettye, had 
two children, four grandchildren and three 
greats. They were also foster parents. Family 
was so important to him, and just a month 
before his own passing, he lost his younger 
brother Ron, who served for many years as 
Harding's registrar. 
Dr. Finley had a mischievous sense of 
humor. For over a decade, I have helped with 
the White County Spelling Bee, hosted on 
our campus. It's my job to pronounce for the 
final round. One year, Dr. Finley decided 
to mess with the Spelling Bee director. He 
stepped into her office about an hour before 
the program started and said, "Michael just 
called. He has laryngitis." 
He also helped others put their problems 
in perspective. At the funeral, Dr. David 
Bangs shared a story about injuring his 
own arm and having to wear a cast. One 
day he was in the office complaining, and 
the dean walked in and grinned. Bangs 
took one look at that empty jacket sleeve 
tucked in Dr. Finley's side pocket and said, 
"Never mind." 
He taught us to work hard, to love God 
and family, to serve students and never to 
give up. I think I'll go buy some Q-tips. 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest 
writer for The Bison. He can be 
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu. 
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please email Kaleb Turner, the editor-in-chief, at ktumer3@harding.edu. "The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding 
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provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline "guest writers." Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers' stories as they deem necessary, 
while still identifying the work as the guest writers' own. 
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Delusional 
Optimism 
Seeing Green 
It is not entirely clear what shade of 
green was the focus of Tiger Woods's 
attention as he strolled up the 18th fairway 
at the Augusta National Golf Club Sunday 
afternoon. 
Maybe his focus was on the color of 
the bentgrass on the 18th green, where he 
hoped his path to redemption would be 
completed. Maybe it was on the coveted 
green jacket given to the winner of The 
Masters, a jacket Woods last donned as 
champion in 2005. Maybe his attention 
was on getting rid of the green envy he 
had held for the 11 Masters champions 
who have won it since. 
As the color green filled Woods's thoughts, 
the rest of the field was struggling with 
'another color: red. Early in his career, 
Woods became famous for his ability to 
close out major tournaments. Each Sunday, 
Woods would don his trademark red polo 
and black pants as he took the course 
in search of blood. Tiger's Sunday Red 
became synonymous with his triumphant 
courage and skill in the most high-pressure 
situations. The field took notice. 
Over the past 12 years, the sharp red of 
his shirt had mellowed into a duller coral. 
After a scandalous affair and multiple 
surgeries, Woods's game had dropped 
significantly, and it seemed as though one 
of the greatest golfers ever would never 
come back. From 2009-2018, Woods was 
forced to miss 12 major tournaments and 
was cut seven times. 
'' Despite numerous injuries 
and personal drama, Woods 
has clawed his way back to 
the top, and all he sees is 
green. ,, 
Sure, there were glimpses of greatness. 
In 2013, Woods finished the Masters tied 
for fourth. That same year, he finished tied 
for sixth at the British Open. Still, the 
Tiger Woods of the early 2000s was only 
a distant memory, a dormant volcano no 
one thought would ever erupt again. 
It was remarkable Woods was even on 
the course in 2018. Over the course of his 
career, he has had four knee surgeries, four 
back surgeries and missed tournaments 
because of elbow, Achilles and neck injuries. 
Each time, he has had to adjust his swing 
and his game to accommodate his breaking 
body. Each time, Woods seemed to come 
back weaker. 
The end of2018 marked the beginning 
of his return. In the final round of the 
2018 PGA Championship, the final major 
tournament of the year, the volcano began to 
rumble once again. Woods shot a six-under 
65 in the final round to finish second, only 
two shots behind Brooks Koepka. Woods 
entered the day in a six-way tie for sixth. 
Woods followed his success at the PGA 
by winning the 2018 Tour Championship. 
The traditional golf crowd disappeared at 
East Lake Golf Club that day, replaced by 
the hoots and hollers of spectators who 
spilled onto the course to witness greatness 
they had not seen in more than 10 years. 
Strolling down the fairways of Augusta, 
Woods had his mojo back, his red polo 
burning brightly as ever. The red bled over 
to the leaderboard as he recorded birdie 
after birdie. Woods's opponents crumbled 
under the pressure. Koepka and Francesco 
Molinari each hit shots in the water. 
While Woods may have finished the job 
on the 18th green, The Masters was won 
on the 16th tee. Just like his last Masters 
victory in 2005, when Tiger chipped in 
a shot that moved so slowly it stopped 
before falling in the hole, Woods pulled 
off another miracle at 16 by hitting his 
shot within four feet of the hole. 
By the time he clambered onto the 
18th green, Woods already had the major 
in hand and his Sunday Red became a 
Masters Green. Despite numerous injuries 
and personal drama, Woods has clawed his 
way back to the top, and all he sees is green. 
JACK ALLEN is the head sports 
editor for the Bison. He may be 
contacted at jallen10@harding.edu. 
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Former Harding Head Tennis Coach David Elliott speaks during a ceremony at the newly renamed David Elliott Tennis 
Complex on April 16. Elliott led Harding tennis teams to 1,123 wins during his tenure as head coach. 
JACK ALLEN Over the course ofhis career, Elliott's tennis remain a key part of the tennis program. 
sports editor teams won 10 conference championships. There are currently six international players 
Harding University honored former Head 
Tennis Coach David Elliott by renaming the 
Harding Tennis Complex in his honor on 
Tuesday, April 16. Elliot is the winningest 
coach in Harding sports history, amassing 
1,123 career wins over 3_9 seasons. 
The university announced the name change 
in a press release on April 10, but Elliot said 
they tried to keep it a secret from him. He 
said he o_nly learned of the honor when his 
cousin called him to send congratulations. 
"I had no idea or expectation that would 
happen,"Elliott said. "But I am thankful." 
Elliott became the head coach in 1975 
before Harding offered scholarships to tennis 
athletes. Still, he wanted to make Harding's 
tennis team competitive at the national level. 
"We would beg a kid to play and hope he 
likes it and then grow from there," Elliott said. 
In his 39 seasons as head coach, Elliott's 
competitive nature spilled over to his players, 
including current Head Coach David Redding. 
"Coach E. was and is one of the most 
competitive men I've ever been around," 
Redding said. "He always seemed to do or 
say the right thing to motivate his players for 
optimal performance." 
Despite the wins, Elliott said he hopes his on the men's team; only three current players 
legacy is about more than just the game. are from the U.S. 
"The wins took care of themselves," Elliott "There are a lot of great memories being 
said. "But having good kids was my priority here at Harding and having all kinds of kids 
in recruiting and coaching." from all places all over the world," Elliott said. 
'' He spent a lot of time just 
taking care of our players 
in terms of counseling and 
advising and just being a 
second dad on campus. ,, 
-Greg Harnden 
Former Harding Athletic Director 
Former Harding Athletic Director Greg 
Harnden worked closely with Elliott. He 
said he saw firsthand the effect Elliott had 
on his players. 
"Not only did he help me seven days a week, 
he spent a lot of time just taking care of our 
players in terms of counseling and advising 
and just being a second dad on campus," 
Harnden said. 
One of Elliott's strengths as a coach was 
finding and recruiting international talent 
onto Harding's roster. International players 
Redding admitted a lot of what he learned 
about coaching came from Elliott. Hamden 
said he is not surprised to find Elliott's coaching 
tree live on. 
"There's never been anybody created 
like Coach E.," Harnden said. "He's just so 
unique. The influence he had on his athletes 
was tremendous." 
Elliott still regularly attends Harding 
matches and keeps close watch of the tennis 
facility. Redding said it is not uncommon for 
Elliott to call him and let him know the wind 
screens are down or the nets have holes in them. 
"I try to stay close to how [ the tennis 
teams] are doing and how other [Harding] 
teams are doing," Elliott said. 
Now, Elliott will be a part of every Bison 
and Lady Bison tennis match as they play on 
the courts named in his honor. 
"He has truly shown us a unique side of 
God that we might not have otherwise have 
seen without knowing his servant, Coach E.," 
Hamden said. 
The True Bison Brotherhood 
Several Harding football players baptized since spring break 
EMMA VAUGHN 
student writer 
Sophomore offensive lineman Jared 
Bethea left his home in Florida to come 
play football for Harding in 2017. Little did 
he know that his life was going to change 
forever with that decision. 
On March 29, Bethea was baptized into 
the body of Christ. Bethea was surrounded 
by his coaches and teammates when he was 
baptized in the Ganus Activities Complex 
pooL However, he was not the only one who 
has made this leap of faith. Since returning 
from spring break, six members of the 
Harding football team have been baptized. 
'' It truly Is a blessing to Join 
the winning team and devote 
my life to Christ. 
- Jarod Bethea 
Sophomore offensive lineman 
"It truly is a blessing to join the winning 
team and devote my life to Christ," Bethea 
said. 
Bethea said the sense of brotherhood 
and family he has felt from the team has 
affected him tremendously. He said the love 
and support he receives from his coaches 
and teammates on a daily basis is what has 
influenced him the most. 
"When playing for Harding, you are not 
just a number on the field to a coach or a 
teammate, but a true brother,"Bethea said. 
Bethea listed several people who have 
helped him up to this point but gave the 
highest of praises to Offensive Line Coach 
Kevin Chism. 
"Coach Chism is truly a man of God 
I look up to," Bethea said. "He coaches 
us with such a passion, and such a strong 
Photo courtesy of JEFF MONTGOMERY 
Harding Offensive Line Coach Kevin Chism baptizes sophomore offensive 
lineman Jared Bethea in the Harding Pool in the Ganus Activities Complex 
on March 29. Bethea is one of six Bison football players to be baptized since 
returning from spring break. 
love for us that it almost seems like we 
are his own." 
Chism had the opportunity to baptize 
Bethea and said that was a great day for 
him and a time of celebration. 
"I was very excited when Jared told me 
what he was wanting to do," Chism said. 
"Knowing that his life will be forever 
changed is a great feeling." 
Chism said the 'top of the f!lOUntain' for 
their program is to make Jesus the priority 
of the team and guide them to live a life 
for Him. 
"It is way more important to us that our 
young men leave Harding knowing Jesus 
than it is for us to win games or develop 
great athletes," Chism said. 
Senior defensive end Jordan Allison 
attributes the team's faithfulness to the 
Lord, and prayers from friends and family 
to making such a difference in the program. 
Allison has been influential in many of 
his teammates decisions to be baptized, 
meeting and praying with them. Allison 
gives all the credit to God and the way he 
is moving through Harding football. 
"All I can say is God is good," Allison 
said. "The Lord is taking a group of young 
men and totally changing ideals on what it 
looks like to be a football player." 
Being an athlete in 
Spring Sing 
"Players Only" is a special column written by Harding 
athletes. In this week's issue: Lady Bisons' sophomore guard 
Amanda Kearney tells us what it's like being an athlete that is 
involved with a Spring Sing show. 
What is it like being a college athlete involved in Spring 
Sing? It is tough, but well worth it. 
I am on the basketball team, and even though our season 
has ended, we still have off-season workouts. A typical day 
for me looks like: waking up, going to class, trying to find 
some time to cram in homework and study, head to basketball 
workouts, and then going straight to Spring Sing practice 
until 10 or 11 p.m. 
Don't get me wrong, it is a lot of fun. I thrive off of being 
busy. However, there are some times when I wake up, and 
I don't know how I am going to make it to the end of that 
day. I am doing Spring Sing with womens' social clubs Ju Go 
Ju, Ko Jo Kai, and men's social club Sub T-16. Our show is 
about a bunch of ants that are invading someone's house, 
then exterminators come and try to get rid of the ants, but 
they don't actually die. The ants come back to life and are 
stronger than before. Everyone involved in Spring Sing has 
really impressed me with ·their passion and work ethic. We 
have all been working very hard, kind of like ants do. 
It has been so encouraging seeing all the work that everyone 
has put into the show finally come together. I have said that 
I wanted to do Spring Sing at least one year in college, and 
I am really glad I chose this year. 
Although it is hard balancing everything, I have had the 
opportunity to talk to so many awesome people through the 
process. I am very excited to be a part of one of Harding's 
biggest weeks of the year. It is going to be special. 
SUMMER IN MAINE 
Males & females. Meet new friends! 
Travel! Teach your favorite activity. 
June to August. Residential. Enjoy our website. Apply onllne. 
TRIPP LAKE CAMP for Girls: 
1-800-997-4347 www.tripplakecamp.com 
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TAKE ME OUT 
To The BALLGAME 
Photo courtesy of LEXI HOAGLAND 
Children from the Lamp Light Ministry group stand with the Harding baseball team for 
the National Anthem on Tuesday, April 16 at Jerry Moore Reid before a game against 
Christian Brothers University. The Bisons won 4-2 and improved to 27-16 overall. 
AARON ALEXANDER 
asst. sports editor 
The Harding baseball team tried to add a bit more excitement 
to their mid-week, non-conference matchup against Christian 
Brothers University on Tuesday, April 16.The team hosted children 
from the Lamp Light Ministry, a student-run organization that 
serves families in the Lamp Light Villa trailer park in Searcy. 
Senior Lexi Hoagland, director of marketing and fan 
experience for the Bisons, and who organized the event for the 
children, said she came up with the idea based from connections 
the baseball team had with the ministry. 
"We knew it would be a great opportunity to connect the 
guys with some younger fans in the community and provide an 
opportunity for the kids to have fun at the fidd, "Hoagland said. 
Senior outfielder Jack Thomas said the kids brought a new 
energy to Jerry Moore Field. 
"It was great for them to take the field with u.s,"Thomas 
said. "It's easy coming off of a long road conference series for 
things to get dull, but they brought all kinds of excitement to 
the game." 
Head Baseball Coach PatrickMcGaha said the kids brought 
an excitement and Jove for the game to the ballpark, which 
gave his team extra motivation to go out and get a win. He 
said he is also thankful for Aramark providing the kids a hot 
dog, popcorn and a drink during the game. 
"It's always good for us to have a bigger crowd out,"McGaha 
said. "I thought it was fun for our guys to have the kids at the 
game." 
The team signed and gave each of the kids a Harding 
baseball. The kids returned the favor and drew pictures of 
gloves, hats and bats for the players, which Thomas said came 
as a surprise to the team. 
"It definitely wasn't expected," Thomas said. "But I'm going 
to make sure I hang on to my picture." 
Hoagland said the kids were thrilled to pose for photos with 
the Bisons. Three girls even got to announce the lineup in the 
second inning over the loud speaker. 
"It was cool to see them transition from game mode to 
having a huge heart for these little kids," Hoagland said. 
Junior Elissa Tetrault, leader of Lamp Light Ministries said 
it is important for the kids to be involved in community events, 
and she is thankful to the baseball team for including them. 
"All of us at Lamp Light Ministry have been blessed with 
the opportunity to build relationships with the children who 
live in the trailer park," Tetrault said. "And adventures like this 
allow our relationships with them to grow." 
The Bisons have done multiple service projects this year, 
including playing kickball with kids from the Sunshine School, 
assisting in the Miracle League of Arkansas, playing bingo 
at Harding Place and volunteering as Bison Buddies at local 
elementary schools. Thomas said service is something the 
coaching staff preaches to the team. 
"It's important for us to be reminded of our platform," 
Thomas said. "We all have the ability to be a light in someone's 
life. I think the sooner a student athlete can recognize their 
platform the better because there are a lot of opportunities to 
do good in this community." 
National Signing Day - April 17 Men's Basketball 
by JACK ALLEN 
·Women's Basketball 
Kylee Coulter 5-9 G: Fayetteville, Ark.: 
Coulter, a transfer from the University of Nebraska-Omaha, has a scorer's mentality and 
can defend at four ositions. She shoots well and attacks off the dribble. 
Evans enters college as an excellent ball-handler guarding multiple positions. Evans comes 
from an athletic family. Her brother Jordan is a starting linebacker for the Cincinnati Bengals. 
Jiles 5-8 G; Searcy, Ark.: 
Jiles is a great athlete and scorer. A Searcy native, she scored more than 40 points in 
multiple high school games. Harding Assistant Coach Weston Jameson refers to her as a 
fierce competitor. 
Samantha Tatum 5-7 G; Grapevine. Texas: 
Tatum served as a facilitating point guard in high school. She has excellent vision and a 
high basketball IQ Tatum was also a state-qualifying swimmer. 
SPRING 
SING! 
Ahmedic is a transfer from Oral Roberts University. Despite his big frame, Ahmedic 
is more of a skill-based post presence. Last season, he shot 68.6 percent from the floor. 
I 
I 
I 
As a senior,Justus shot more than 45 percent from behind the arc. Justus can become a major 
facilitator and open the floor for the rest of the Bison offense. 
Morgan is the son of Head Coach Jeff Morgan. Davis is another excellent shooter who 
his father hopes will complement the wing players currently on the team. 
Joel Polius 6-7 F: Castries, Saint Lucia: 
Polius is a Junior College transfer from Jacksonville College in Texas who is a monster 
on the glass. He combines his frame with solid athleticism and toughness down low that 
will help the Bisons establish a low-post presence. 
n Antonio, Texas : 
Vanlandingham gives the Bisons another 40-plus percent shooter from behind the arc. He 
is a catch-and-shoot option who will help Harding spread the floor on offense. 
Edition Carissa Caples Amanda Fields . Katie Carney Dylan Adcock Tanner Smith 
What show do you think will 
be the greatest show? 
If you could pick next years 
Spring Sing theme what 
would it be? 
What's your best idea for a 
club show? 
What song would you pick 
to sing if you were a host? 
basketball 
Squirrels 
"High School 
Musical" 
--
Grease 
"Summer 
Nights" as a 
duet 
) 
softball 
Ants 
"Board Games" 
Super Heroes 
"Sucker" by the 
Jonas Brothers 
softball baseball 
'-
baseball 
Scouts Ants Squirrels 
"Jurassic Park" "Down South" "The Zoo" 
-
"The Lion 
Softball Western King" (it's the 
G.O.A.T) 
"High Hopes" 
"Old Town Road" "The Circle of by Panic! at the Life" from "The 
Disco by Lil NAS X Lion King" 
CALEB MANOR 
student writer 
Allie Scott, sophomore theatre major and 2019 Spring 
Sing hostess, has been involved in Harding productions 
since early in her freshman year. Her relationship with 
Spring Sing, however, started much earlier. In fact, Spring 
Sing runs in her blood. 
Kim and John Scott, Allie's parents, served as hostess 
and host in the 1992 Spring Sing program. John, a then 
second-year senior, and Kim, a senior, had married the 
previous year, and Spring Sing played a major role early on 
in their marriage. 
"That was a packed few weeks," Kim said, reflecting on 
the first few weeks of her senior year. "We got married on 
Aug. 31, went on our honeymoon and were practicing for 
our auditions on our honeymoon. 
John had been involved in Spring Sing several years 
before. After transferring to Harding University during his 
sophomore year in 1988, he served as a music director in 
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his junior year, then directed the show "Is it a Wonderful 
Life?" during his first senior year. 
"I tried out for host every year and never made it," John 
reflected. "[My wife and I] got married, and then we tried 
out for Spring Sing together." 
Following his graduation, John continued to assist in 
Spring Sing productions by arranging music for the hosts and 
hostesses, and ultimately arranging the musical introductions 
the hosts and hostesses perform. 
"I've never stopped doing Spring Sing,"John Scott said. 
"From my senior year of high school until I turned 50 this 
year, I've had some part in Spring Sing." 
Kim and John both attributed their continued support of 
Spring Sing to the maturity and growth they gained while 
being a part of the program. 
"Arranging for the hosts and hostesses, for the ensemble, 
and then doing the musical intro arrangements was a  way 1 
could still be a part [ of the program] and was a way I could 
give those kids the same opportunities that I had,"John said. 
Allie called her involvement with Spring Sing in 2018 
and 2019 a dteam coine true. After having attended Spring 
Sing since she was a baby, Allie said she had always wanted 
to participate in the program. 
"I loved it last year, and I really wanted to be a hostess 
for one year because there is a sense of responsibility and 
leadership, and I really just wanted to be in that role," Allie said. 
When she first told her father about her plans to audition, 
John said he was sure she would be chosen for the role. 
"When she told me, 'I'm going to try out for hostess,' 
I [said], 'You're probably going to get it,'" John said. "She 
is a very talented girl, so I was not surprised in the least." 
Kim agreed that she was confident Allie would make 
a great hostess because of her diligence and commitment 
to the role. 
"I really feel like the Lord has helped her come into 
Harding nd ·ust have a good attitude and a good work 
ethic," Kim Scott said. 
The Scott family's Spring Sing legacy continues this 
weekend as Allie officially steps into her parents shoes and 
fulfills her role as hostess. 
Second chance in the director's seat has DiLeo seeking redemption 
NORA JOHNSON 
features editor 
Mckenzie DiLeo and her ants are marching one-by-one 
toward a hopeful victory. 
DiLeo, a senior and one of the six directors of the 
womens' social clubs Ju Go Ju (JGJ) and Ko Jo Kai (KJK) 
and men's social club Sub T -16 ant-themed Spring Sing 
show, returned to the role of director this year. DiLeo was 
previously a director for the clubs in 2017, when her Noah's 
Ark-themed show, "Rock the Boat," placed second overall. 
"Rock the Boat" won three of the four major judging 
categories. The show won first for visuals and staging and 
tied for first in entertainment. The show did not, to DiLeo's 
surprise, place in the music category. When the scores were 
totaled, "Rock the Boat" slipped to second place, losing to 
women's social club Delta Gamma Rho and men's social 
club Omega Phi's cow-themed "Chicken Filet." 
"I didn't even realize there was a problem with the 
music," DiLeo reflected. "We knew we were really strong 
at everything else, and we were really hitting hard at our 
strengths." 
Despite the outcome, DiLeo said she was still thrilled 
with the show's final product,and took2018 as a break from 
Spring Sing. She had no intention of directing again until 
a year later, when senior JGJ member Madison Ceurter 
approached her about codirecting. DiLeo and Ceurter 
had worked closely to prepare Ceurter for a solo role in 
"Rock the Boat," and Ceurter said she was confident she 
and DiLeo could work well together as directors. 
At first, DiLeo was uninterested. She was preparing 
for her senior year as a chemistry major and knew her 
course load would be rigorous. More so, she was proud of 
her first show; she had given it her all and did not think 
another show could compare. 
"That was the reservation: being able to handle it again 
with how much work it is, and then just liking [ directing 
a different show] as much,"DiLeo said. 
Ceurter and DiLeo continued to discuss the possibility 
of directing together, and eventually, Di Leo decided she was 
ready to jump back into Spring Sing. The air was elected 
to the director roles by their club, and they immediately 
got to work with fellow directors sophomores Tori Fry 
and Lindlee Aspinwall from KJK, as well as sophomores 
Garrison Hendrix and Matt Ramirez from Sub T-16. 
Ceurter said she and DiLeo have worked to take the 
lessons they learned from "Rock the Boat" to make this 
year's show even better. For example, in "Rock the Boat," 
DiLeo's team choreographed a particularly challenging 
finale. This•year, the directors decided to approach the 
entire show the way DiLeo had previously approached 
that finale. 
"Every dance should be like a finale dance," Ceurter 
said. "Why not make it good the whole time? We both 
had that show, and it was good, so why would we do any 
less than that? We've got to make it harder. We've got to 
make it better." 
Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN 
Senior Mckenzie Dileo returned to Spring Sing this 
year a a director for the second time. Dileo, who 
directed womens' social clubs Ju Go Ju and Ko Jo 
Kai and men's social club Sub T-161s show "Rock 
the Boat" in 2017, returned to the role in hopes of 
claiming her first John H. Ryan Sweepstakes Award. 
As a two-time director, DiLeo said she has worked 
to ensure this year's show is as well-rounded as possible. 
"I definitely think this time, 100 percent, we've really 
been aware of music," DiLeo said. "We were just so hyped 
up on our strengths last time that we didn't realize that. 
This time, we've really made music a priority." 
Junior KJK member Kally Byrd, who is participating in 
Spring Sing for the third year, said she has seen DiLeo's 
past experience directly benefit this year's show. 
"She was already an amazing director, but she learned 
from her past experience and has made a point to grow 
in our clubs'weak areas,"Byrd said. 
Byrd, a member of"Rock the Boat," said"DiLeo's 
leadership had a major impact on her decision to run for 
KJK's director position the following year. With Byrd, the 
clubs' alien-themed show, "Houston, We Have a Problem," 
won the John H. Ryan Sweepstakes Award. 
"I saw how much [DiLeo] loved Spring Sing and how 
much work she put into it, and I personally thought we 
should've won [in 2017], so I decided to run for Spring 
Sing director to create a winning show, "Byrd said. "[DiLeo] 
was a great example of a well-balanced, passionate, hard-
working leader, and I really tried to channel those qualities 
while creating and directing our show." 
DiLeo's love of Spring Sing has not only influenced 
Ceurter and Byrd, but also JGJ, KJK and Sub T -16 as a 
whole. This year, there are 150 participants in the clubs' 
show. Seventy of those participants are upperclassmen that 
wanted to participate in Spring Sing for a second, third or 
fourth time. According to DiLeo, it's the largest show in 
Spring Sing history, and she could not be more thrilled. 
"It's. a great way for freshmen to stay involved with 
upperclassmen," DiLeo said. "Our clubs know each other 
really well across all ages because I think Spring Sing keeps 
everybody together." 
JG], KJK and Sub T-16 are striving for a second 
consecutive win this year, and DiLeo is ready to take home 
the trophy she believes they narrowly missed in 2017. Byrd 
and Ceurter said a win for DiLeo and her ants would be 
more than well-deserved. 
"She's put everything into this show while balancing a 
difficult major and a social life,"Byrd said. "She is seriously 
a Spring Sing legend, and I will always look up to her and 
have so much respect for her." 
. 
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Earth Day provides students a chance to champion green living 
by HANNAH READ 
While society in recent decades has reflected a streamline of worry about climate change 
and its potential effects on the world's future, some students have taken it upon 
In a two-fold outreach campaign, the honors society is asking students to donate shoes 
that will in turn be donated to support small businesses in developing countries. As a direct 
themselves to focus on everyday environmental issues and how they 
can resolve them in their personal lives rather than stress about 
effect, the fundraiser provides an Earth-friendly solution for students who are 
seeking to get rid of their used shoes, which might otherwise be discarded 
and shipped to a landfill. the long-term effects. 
Senior medical humanities major Rebecca Johnson 
championed for students who want to save the earth 
through their daily habits last semester when she 
sought out better recycling opportunities for 
students in Legacy Park housing as part of a 
class project. 
"I think there are individuals that are very 
passionate about [ recycling], but I don't think 
widespread there's a lot of motivation to 
translate that into action,"Johnson said. 
Through her research,Johnson found 
that, although there is not currently a way 
provided by the university to recycle in 
privileged housing, residents can easily 
establish recycling habits on their own. 
The Searcy Recycling Center offers free 
bins that can be picked up and returned as 
well as a drop-off area where employees will 
assist in unloading any recyclable material 
from vehicles. 
Rachel Greer, another senior living in Legacy, 
and her roommates have started using the Searcy 
Recycling Center as well. 
Greer said paying attention to the environment has 
. always been important to her, but since coming to college, 
Greer is currently enrolled in an ecology class with Nathan 
Mills, associate professor of biology, as part of her biology 
degree's curriculum and is learning how to better understand 
and take care of the environment. Greer said Mills not 
only teaches scientific facts but also applies it to the 
university's foundational Christian beliefs. 
"I t seems like it is a Christian responsibility to 
take care of the creation," Mills said. "It's part of 
what we were created to do as human beings, and 
to not do so is to disrespect the creator." 
Mills said part of taking responsibility for these 
environmental issues comes in not politicizing 
them but instead acknowledging them as the 
facts of science and as an active problem that 
needs to be solved. 
"We need to be very thoughtful about our 
transportation and the types of vehicles that we use, 
that is a major source of a wide variety of pollution," 
Mills said. "Along with that, I think we need to be just 
very conscious of the energy efficiency of our houses 
and how we heat and cool." 
she has realized that being"green"is not as convenient as it was 
where she grew up. Greer points out that small swaps like getting 
Although climate change is a big issue in today's society, 
Mills said the environmental issues we are conscious of 
change periodically. In the late '60s and early '70s, many changes 
were made to environmental law. For example, acts for endangered 
species, clean air, clean water and the regulation of pesticides were all 
passed because those were the issues that were most pressing at the time. 
a reusable water bottle or bringing your own cup to Starbucks add up to 
create a bigger impact. 
As changes to environmental law became staple to the late '60s and early '70s, 
society took note. Earth D ay was established in America in 1970 and globally in 1990. As 
students celebrate Earth Day this year on Monday, April 22, it provides an opportunity to 
celebrate the Earth through projects that promote recycling and green living. 
"I think it's really easy for us to just grab like an individual yogurt, but each one of those 
is so much plastic," Greer said. "If you were to get one of the big yogurt containers and used 
your own bowls, that alone saves plastic." According to Earthday.org, the 2019 Earth Day theme is "Protect Our Species" with 
the goal of educating the public about the rapid extinction of· various species as a result of Other students and campus organizations are also encouraging a rise in reducing, recycling 
and reusing, including the Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honors Society. human activity. 
'Our Planet' 
docuseries review 
DANIELLE TURNER 
lifestyle editor 
This eries will celebrate the natural wonders that 
remain and reveal what we must preserve," explained "Our 
Planet" narrator David Attenborough. 
"Our Planet," the eight-part nature docuseries that 
premiered on Netflix earlier this month, has taken over the 
current conversation on preservation. Both filmed by the 
same team and narrated by Attenborough, "Our Planet" is 
a sort-of sequel to the nature documentary that changed 
the game, "Planet Earth." 
Netflix picked up the docuseries in 2014 and began filming 
four years ago in 2015. Although 13 years detached from 
its predecessor, some viewers say it is a remake of"Planet 
Earth" but the staggering facts stated in the beginning 
of each episode cause enough difference in and of itself. 
"Planet Earth," was an eye opener of what was to come if 
society's bad habits did not change, and "Our Planet" is a 
call to fix what has already been done. 
The first episode of "Our Planet" begins with Attenborough 
stating that in the last 50 years, wildlife has decreased by 
more than 60 percent. Individually, the episodes focus in 
on different wildlife environments like coastal seas, frozen 
worlds and forests. 
"Our Planet" keeps its focus on the beauty of wildlife 
but does not shy away from being critical of the damage 
to the environment caused by humans. Frequently, the 
docuseries refers to each setting as "the remaining" part of 
each environment. 
The cinematography of "Our Planet" steals the show with 
shots so clear they sometimes look like they were created 
with CGI. Each episode takes viewers on an emotional 
journey through different environments. From fawning 
over small birds in the jungle performing mating dances to 
crying as walruses fall off a rocky cliff because there is not 
enough ice for them to lie on, "Our Planet" walks viewers 
through each of these daily occurrences in nature and the 
struggles facing different wildlife. 
"Our Planet" grabs attention with staggering facts and 
emotional attachments to the wildlife, but at the end of the 
day it is still in documentary formatting which makes it 
sometimes hard to focus on due to the monotoned narration. 
Overall, the series brings to light problems in nature that 
are a product of human's effect on climate change and how 
rapidly the world and the environment is changing. 
Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN 
"Our Planet'' offers viewers a new glimpse at global 
warming. The docuseries premiered April 5 on Netflix. 
Photo by AARON ALEXANDER Photos courtesy of EVAN CHESNEY 
Onlookers watch Palm Sunday festivities in London on March 25, 2018. HUE students have taken 
advantage of being in England during Easter by partaking in various traditions of the English culture. 
HUE gains new look at Christian-holiday 
HANNAH WISE 
asst. digital production editor 
For decades on Easter weekend, Harding's campus 
h as been filled with families and visitors gathering to 
participate in Spring Sing and reflect on Jesus' resurrection, 
but across the world, students studying abroad at Harding 
University in England (HUE) immerse themselves in 
England's culture and celebrate the day in different ways. 
While the Easter eggs, chocolate, religious services 
and feast- like meals transcend culture on the holiday, the 
day's defining characteristics were not the same between 
the two nations. 
According to sophomore Noah Wilder, spring 2018 
HUE student, there was more emphasis placed on Palm 
Sunday in London than in the U.S. Before the service at 
St. Paul's cathedral, there was a processional parade that 
included donkeys, a boys' choir, trumpets and high-ranking 
church officials. 
"Easter Sunday wasn't --- I don't want to say not as 
important --- but it was seen as within the mourning 
period, "Wilder said. "So, they were treating it a lot more 
seriously." 
According to junior Evan Chesney, fellow spring 2018 
HUE student, there was a re-enactment of Jesus' crucifixion. 
The re-enactment took place in Trafalgar Square, a well-
' 
·. . 
9160 
LYNN'S LOCI< & STORAGE 
known and highly-populated area of the city that many of 
HUE students visit frequently during their time abroad. 
The actor who portrayed Jesus carried the cross b_eam 
on his back through the crowd to two other crosses where 
the two men playing thieves were put on a pulley system 
to create a realistic scene of crucifixion. 
"I thought that was really cool that they do that and 
make it so public because I don't think something like 
that would fly really anywhere here," Chesney said. "They 
did a really good job with the historical accuracy.Just the 
way they did it was very surreal and very emotional and 
eye opening, because th ey didn't romanticize it at all." 
Chesney also said the HUE group went out to a 
traditional Sunday roast on Easter and the HUE Director, 
Lauren Knight, coordinated a chocolate egg exchange, an 
Easter tradition in the E nglish culture, for their group. 
Other non-serious traditions of the English culture hold 
fewer religious undertones like Easter bonnets which are 
the most unique to England. According to History.com, 
the creative pieces originated when middle- class people 
noticed the upper- class people dressed up in their best 
clothes for Easter and wanted to participate as well. Thus, 
the beginning of the crafty, colorful tradition began. 
Whether you're celebrating Easter in Searcy, at home 
or overseas with International Programs, Easter serves as 
a cornerstone for those in the Christian faith. 
HEY STUDENTS!!!!
FLAT RATE SUMMER 
DISCOUNTS 
CLIMATE CONTROLLED 
5X10 & 10X10 
REGULAR SELF STORAGE 
5x5, 5X10 & 10X10 
•••••••••••• 
KALEB TURNER 
editor-in-chief 
Saturday night's Spring Sing performance 
is always one of finality. 
As the confetti falls, the jazz band 
strikes their final chord in the final act 
of the final show. The final award - the 
John H. Ryan Sweepstakes - is relished 
with a final breath of relief and celebration, 
and cast members take make-up remover 
wipes to their face for the final time in the 
Spring Sing season. 
Even finals week looms, offering another 
mark of conclusion, reminding students, 
and faculty too, that finality.comes in all 
forms when the lights go out in the George 
S. Benson Auditorium late Saturday night. 
For some, however, Saturday night's 
finality strikes a more emotional chord. 
For those with whom Spring Sing has 
become a way of life, Saturday night comes 
as the end - their years and lyrics and 
sweat and tears and laughter and friendship 
and community and love culminating in 
one grand finale. While summer breaks 
came as intermissions and the fall semester 
came as the breaths caught between club 
acts, Saturday night's performance offers 
a more definite conclusion. 
And like all theatre, it is a 
moment in time, and when you 
complete it, it is then 
a memory. 
Steven Frye 
director of Spring Sing 
For some, Saturday night's performance 
is the final curtain call. 
Senior Justice Laws will make his final 
Spring Sing curtain call this weekend. Laws, 
who participated as an ensemble and club 
show member for four years, found a deep 
connection to the show, which will only 
make it harder to leave its stage. 
He remembers a solo dance number as 
an ensemble member during his freshman 
year. The Monday night, social club show 
crowd --- filled with his peers --- was 
rapturous with applause and awe at the 
number's conclusion. 
"I didn't really tell many people that I 
was a dancer because, in high school, that 
just wasn't a big thing where I was from," 
Laws said. "It was really cool to have 
everyone rooting for me and cheering for 
me because I was really afraid that people 
were going to make fun of me. It's nice 
to have people supporting me and what 
I love to do." 
Laws said Spring Sing is such an integral 
part of his Harding experience that his 
identity has been tied to his presence on 
the Benson stage for Spring Sing and the 
Homecoming musical. 
For senior Claire Martin, Spring Sing 
provided her an opportunity, similar to 
Laws, to extend her love of theatre from 
high school into her time in college. 
As a part of a club show during each 
of her four years, Martin said 
she experienced the 
highs and lows of 
Spring Sing, 
becoming 
.......... . 
emotionally, physically 
and spiritually invested 
in the campus-wide 
spectacle. 
Martin recalls 
Satu rd ay night 
perform a-nces from 
years past when she 
and her closest friends 
--- made largely in part 
through Spring Sing ---
would fill the aisles of the 
Benson, duffle bags full of 
makeup and costumes in tow, 
awaiting the evening's grand 
finalities. 
This year, however, Martin 
gets to take the stage as a club show 
representative in the finale, making her 
final curtain call on the Benson stage all 
the more bittersweet. 
"I know wh at goes into t hose shows 
and those final moments," Martin said. 
"When I was a senior in high school in 
my last show, we took our final bow, and 
I was just sobbing because it's something 
that I love so much and something you put 
so much into." 
She said she expects her final Spring 
Sing moments to be filled with the same 
bittersweet emotion, and maybe even 
tears, too. 
Steve Frye, director of Spring Sing and 
chair of the theatre department, has seen 
hundreds of students come to the stage, 
fall in love with it and learn to leave it. H e 
said watching students leave the stage is an 
emotional experience but also one that is 
greatly rewarding. 
"Every year, for me personally, there's 
a bittersweetness of leaving because I've 
spent the better part of a year with a group 
of club directors and l!osts, hostesses and 
ensemble, and we've been working together 
to create this moment in time," Frye said. 
"And like all theatre, it is a moment in 
time, and when you complete it, it is then 
a memory." 
Those memories are cherished, Frye 
said, then recalled in the years following 
Spring Sing when they arc needed most. 
In 2016, long-time Spring Sing participant, 
former host and choreographer Blake Hunter 
died just a couple months from the debut of 
Spring Sing. Months earlier, another long-
time Spring Sing participant and former 
club show director, Harrison Waldron, was 
involved in an ATV accident, which left 
him with mental and physical disabilities. 
In a year when hurt abounded, Frye saw 
recollection of those memories take new life. 
"There was an outpouring that was beyond 
the years that he was involved with Spring 
Sing," Frye said. "It was people from the 
past who had been here and just seeing the 
work saying, 'What a beautiful spirit and 
what a great person.' They joined in with 
that, and there is something powerful about 
prayers being lifted up by saints." 
And so, Frye said, leaving the stage is not 
all for nothing. It means remembering 
community and celebrating 
what he called "ties 
that bind." 
ASHLYN QUESINBERRY 
student writer 
Craig Jones began his Spring Sing 
career 46 years ago, the same year Spring 
Sing started, and has been vital for staple 
production throughout the years. 
Jones, an instructor of music and Bible 
at Harding Academy, came to the role 
when Steve and Dottie Frye, Spring Sing 
directors, asked him to take his talents as 
vocal coach with hosts and hostesses and 
move it to the club shows. 
"I loved it very much, but I also valued 
sleep so I stopped doing that,"Jones said. 
Jones currently meets with each club. 
show twice, once to hear the show and 
add adjustments and a second time for the 
recording of the club's vocal track. Working 
with club shows on diction, harmonies and 
notes,Jones workshops the groups'vocals 
in advance of their music track recording. 
"If you work harder here early, then when 
you're on the stage for the show, you don't 
have to work as hard," Jones said. 
Over the years, Jones has worked with 
many shows, but said the one that stands out 
is "The Show Heard 'Round The World," a 
2014 show from men's social club Knights. 
He said he was immediately impressed by 
the high-quality nature of their performance, 
music and lyrics. 
He also recalls a show from men's social 
club TNT and women's social club Zeta 
Rho in which the group's vocals were so 
strong, production turned off their vocal 
track on a Saturday performance to let 
their talent sing for itself. 
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It is not, however, always pitch-perfect, • 
Jones said. Certain male voices and untrained • 
singers can make perfecting the shows a • 
tall task. • 
"The hardest issues are when male voices • 
drop an octave to sing the melody instead • 
of the harmony that is written, "Jones said. • 
"Sometimes you just have to punt what • 
the arranger has done because it doesn't • 
work with the voices that are in the group." • 
Sophomore Andrew Lanning, a director • 
for the men's social club Gamma Sigma • 
Phi and women's social club Pi Theta Phi • 
show, said Jones made all the difference in • 
their show's vocal performance. • 
"He brought another professional • 
level to our show and held us to a higher • 
standard," Lanning said. "He was able to • 
bring out the musical talent that we didn't • 
know we had." • 
Junior Kyle Raney, a director for men's • 
social club TNT and women's social club • 
Zeta Rho, said Jones was not afraid to tell • 
the directors and cast what they needed • 
to hear. • 
"Because he didn't just give us a 'Great • 
job, y'all sound great' and actually gave • 
us constructive criticism, we were able to • 
take our track and work super hard on it," • 
Raney said. "After that practice, the track • 
completely changed into something I couldn't • 
be more proud of. He seriously made our • 
track go from good to outstanding."· i • 
While the majority of the audience • 
will never directly recognize the time. and • 
talent Jones offers, his dedication will pay • 
off in the sounds that hit their ears as they • 
enjoy the eight club shows. • 
• 
• • • •• 
From teeth to gnomes to the California' 
Gold Rush, club show themes range far 
and wide. Check out our breakdown of 
the themes over the last 20 years. 
by RACHEL MCCURRY and DANIELLE TURNER 
Spring Sing is essentially a collection of various musical stories, each following a unique 
theme developed by participating social clubs. In addition to club performances, the 
hosts, hostesses and ensemble perform songs that follow an overarching theme 
throughout the show. The development of these themes requires careful thought, 
brainstorming and sufficient time to prepare. 
A week after Spring Sing weekend, newly elected club Spring Sing directors 
gather at a retreat to brainstorm show ideas for the following year. At the 
retreat, Spring Sing directors Steven Frye and Cindee Stockstill advise 
students on picking out strong themes. 
According to sophomore Spencer Hayes, co-director of men's 
social club Chi Sigma Alpha, women's social clubs Regina and 
Sigma Phi Mu's show, "Seeing Spots," Frye and Stockstill 
told student directors to think about what will drive their 
story. Directors consider plot, character and conflict while 
tossing around ideas. 
Frye encourages students to select themes that break 
from reality to create parodies, which allows clubs to 
step into fantasy worlds. He uses the parody song-
writer Weird Al as an example. 
"I spend a session with our club directors just 
talking about Weird Al's approach to parody," 
Frye said. " ... We spend a good bit of time with 
the clubs helping them create their messages, 
how they want to do their parodies." 
According to Hayes, Frye and Stockstill 
encourage directors to especially focus on 
the comedy of their theme, incorporating 
elements that appeal to a wide variety 
of humor. 
"One thing [Frye and Stockstill] 
told us over and over and over while 
we were planning our show was 
'funny wins,'" Hayes said. "A lot of 
the humor comes from the lyrics ... 
and character mainly that physical, 
slapstick comedy that really gets 
people interested. Because your 
kids aren't going to know what 
funny lyrics you said, but they 
are gonna get if someone falls 
down and pretends like they hurt 
themselves." 
-
. 
According to senior 
Ashton Castle, co-director for 
women's social club Delta Nu's 
show, "The Ballad of the Salad: 
A Root Awakening," Stockstill 
and Frye encourage clubs away 
from human-centered shows and 
toward out-of-the-box themes that 
inspire creative costumes and plots. 
Castle recalls their repeated phrase, 
"human shows don't win." 
In response to Frye and Stockstill's 
advice, directors often abandon or 
strengthen their theme ideas at the 
retreat. According to women's social club 
Sigma Phi Mu's director Hannah Smith, 
the theme "Seeing Spots" developed that 
night from her original idea, "Villains." 
As Smith and Hayes discussed "Villains," 
they considered Cruella De Vil, which 
inspired their final idea, "Seeing Spots," a 
show about Dalmatians. 
According to Hayes, ideas fl.owed quickly 
after Smith suggested the theme ofDalmatians . 
"We had all of the ideas that are in the show 
now that night, and we kinda cleaned it up the next 
morning, "Hayes said. "It came together really quick." 
While the retreat helped some clubs develop ideas 
quickly, it sent others back to square one. Prior to the 
Spring Sing retreat, Castle and her co-director, senior 
Emory Malone, planned for Delta Nu's show theme to be 
"Bees." The pair began developing ideas for costumes, lyrics 
and choreography, but found out their theme was not possible. 
"When we got to the Spring Sing retreat Steve [Frye] and 
Cindee [Stockstill] told us about the new '10-year rule' they were 
implementing," Castle said. "The rule basically says if a theme has been 
done in the past 10 years, you can't do it. Nine years ago someone's theme 
was bees, so we were back to the drawing board." 
As they considered alternative show ideas, the pair stuck to Frye and 
Stockstill's advice to choose a theme outside of the human world. 
"Once we lost 'Bees,' we went for the furthest thing from human we could think 
salad," Castle said. 
Even those who do not direct enjoy joining the brainstorming of theme ideas. In 2016, 
Chi Sigma Alpha, Regina and Sigma Phi Mu created a Facebook page on which members 
suggest themes for future shows. 
"Old members and current members can put ideas out there for shows that they think will work for 
the directors to go and look at," H ayes said." ... there are some bizarre ones." 
Posts range from serious proposals to silly ideas such as "memes,""trash" and "musical chairs." 
As Frye and Stockstill help students navigate selecting a theme for their club shows, the pair also comes up with 
ideas of their own. Frye is responsible for developing an overall show theme and incorporating that into the music performed 
by hosts, hostesses and ensemble. 
Frye said he likes to consider what is popular at the time as he selects a theme. Last year, the movie "The Greatest Showman," 
starring Hugh Jackman, had a large impact on popular culture and music. The popularity the movie garnered inspired this year's 
Spring Sing theme, "The Greatest Show." 
"I keep a file of themes I am interested in pursuing, and so far that's served us pretty well," Frye said. "Then there are things 
like this year where, while we had some ideas about different themes we wanted to do, pop culture happened to hit us very well." 
At the end of the day, Spring Sing joins people of all ages, a fact Frye and Stockstill remember as they design the show each year . 
"We are trying to find things that have a mass appeal because Harding is not just the college students we have with us at this 
moment," Frye said. "Harding is our future and our past as well." 
HE 
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by JESSIE SMITH 
After the performers take their bows and the audience trickles out of the George S. 
Benson Auditorium, the night is far from over for the 10 students on the run crew who 
clean and prepare the stage for the next Spring Sing performance. 
Assistant Technical Director Seth Fish said he and the crew reset the pyrotechnics 
and scenery and send abandoned items to lost and found. They pick up tickets 
and recycle programs, but he said the most difficult part is the gum. On days 
with two shows, they speed up the process. 
"We say good job, high-fives all around, and then we go," Fish said. 
"We hurry and clean, which gives us just enough time to go eat, and 
then we come back and finish preset." 
With two performances scheduled on Saturday of Spring Sing 
weekend, Fish said the run crew comes in around 11 a.m. and 
leaves between 11 p.m. and midnight. 
Senior Levi Mason has been a part of the Spring Sing 
run crew since 2016, and after the last show, he said they 
also help the pyrotechnics and special effects technicians 
pack up their equipment. 
"On Easter, we will wake up and have a fun little 
get-together that one of the faculty members hosts," 
Mason said. 
Then the crew starts strike, also known as 
tearing down the set. 
However, Fish and the run crew have far 
more responsibilities than cleaning after · 
the show. They also make sure the clubs 
get in and out of the building safely, but 
sometimes, props can get left behind 
during the action. Fish said he gives a 
talk on Super Saturday, the Saturday 
before Spring Sing when all the clubs · 
run through their shows, to inform 
the performers that each club gets 
one free strike to leave something . 
behind and have the prop returned. 
"After that, if they leave anything 
behind, I take it and I hide it," Fish 
said. "The only way for them to get 
it back is they come and apologize 
to me and shameless bribery- a 
plate of cookies, a pan ofbrownies, 
a box of donuts." 
On average, he said most clubs 
are good about keeping track of all 
their props, but a club did break 
the system two years ago. 
"One club left like eight props 
behind every night, and they brought 
us every form of sweet food," Fish 
said. "It got to the point where we 
started asking for vegetables." 
Between shows, clubs keep props 
and scenery in the pods behind the 
auditorium. After the last performance 
on Saturday night, Fish said he gives 
the performers Sunday and Monday to 
retrieve their belongings. On Tuesday, 
whatever is left in the pods belongs to 
the theatre department. 
"They'll leave behind props that we 
love to play with," Fish said. "One year, 
a club left behind a bunch of trees, and so 
we took those trees, and we're like running 
around on the front lawn, hiding behind 
trees, trying to scare people." 
• The theatre department still has the trees, and , 
they sometimes make appearances in productions. 
Junior theatre major Sydney Sanford started 
in spring 2017 with the build crew, which builds 
and paints the sets, during her freshman year. For the 
2018 Spring Sing, she joined the run crew. 
Last year, several members of the run crew took home 
pickaxe props from the mining show performed by men's 
social club Gamma Sigma Phi and women's social club Pi 
Theta Phi, and Sanford said they are hanging up in about half 
of their rooms. 
"We played dodgeball with some of the balls that one of the 
clubs had left behind one year," Sanford said. 
She said the run crew is there to stay hidden but also to make sure 
the show goes smoothly. If something is complicated or someone is 
having a hard time, she said performers can ask the run crew for direction. 
"We'll probably help you," Sanford said. "My favorite part is just the helping." 
When does 
story begin? 
Next year's Spring Sing production planning 
begins before the current year's show even debuts 
on the George S. Benson Auditorium stage. Directors, 
producers, builders, technicians, hosts, hostesses, ensemble 
members, social club show directors and social club members 
worked year round to raise the curtain on "The Greatest Show," 
2019's take on the Harding University staple. 
just 
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"The screen [in front of the band] 
started swaying. It doesn't sound that 
scary, but when there's like a 30-foot tall 
wooden screen in front of you hanging· 
from cables from the ceiling, it's a lot 
more terrifying ... . We had no idea 
what to do, and the theatre technicians 
were running around looking at it with 
clipboards like, 'What do we do?' .. . If 
it would've fallen backwards, it would 
have crushed all of us because it was 
that tall." 
senior Matthew Thompson, 
jazz band member, 
2017 
"[During dress rehearsal,] the 
whole side [of my costume] ...  
tears, so then I had 10 safety pins 
all down my shoulder  and down 
my side, so I was very scared it 
would poke me every time ... · just 
fake smiled down the slide [prop] 
every time like, 'I'm about to die!'" 
senior Sterling McMichael, 
men's social club 
TNT member, 2016 
"The hosts and hostesses introduced us, 
the music started, we started singing 
and [ doing] our choreography - and 
the curtain remained closed. The band 
stopped playing, and we just stopped. 
Then, the curtain opened with all of 
us just standing there with a confused 
'what do we do now?'My friend Greg 
Fraley yelled, '5, 6, 7, 8!'1he band 
started over and away we went." 
alumnus Gerry Smith, 
men's social club 
Chi Sigma Alpha member, 
1987 
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• • • • • • • • • • • • 'Bringing two families together' • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Chamber Singers join Spring Sing for first time to close Act I 
EMILY NICKS 
opinions editor 
For the first time, the Harding University Chamber Singers 
are performing on the George S. Benson Auditorium stage 
during Spring Sing. The highly selective group of16 students 
joins the hosts and hostesses, ensemble members, microphone 
singers and jazz band for a powerful performance of"You 
Will Be Found" from the musical "Dear Evan Hansen" to 
close out Act I of Spring Sing. 
While other vocal groups such as Concert Choir have 
performed in Spring Sing before, this is the first time Chamber 
Singers are participating. According to Kelly Neill, director 
of Chamber Singers, the opportunity to perform for a large 
audience will simultaneously be a positive experience for the 
members and increase exposure for the group. 
"Chamber Singers is one of the best-kept secrets on 
campus," Neill said. "This gives us the chance to sing for 
thousands of people whereas we usually sing for a hundred." 
Stacey Neely, who serves as the vocal coach and music 
director for Spring Sing, said she first came up with the 
idea of adding C hamber Singers to the show after coming 
across an arrangement of"You Will Be Found" last fall as 
preparations for Spring Sing were underway. 
She ran the idea past N eill and Steve Frye, Spring Sing 
director and chair of the theatre department, and both were 
eager to make the performance a joint effort. 
"The quality of their sound is really high-rate," Neely 
said. "I thought it would add so much to what ensemble is 
already capable of doing and what they're capable of creating." 
Junior M egan Tidwell has been a member ofboth Chamber 
Singers and the mic-stand singers for the past three years. 
She said when the idea of joining Spring Sing was proposed 
to the Chamber Singers, she was fully on board and has not 
. beeri disappointed in how the groups have joined forces. 
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The Harding University Chamber Singers join the 
hosts and hostesses, ensemble members and 
mic-stand singers onstage for a performance of 
"You Will Be Found" on April 16. Chamber Sing-
ers have never performed in Spring Sing before. 
"It just brings the two departments together, "Tidwell said. 
"I know we're in the same building, both music. and theatre, 
but we don't get to interact very often, so it was really cool 
being part of both groups and getting to see them merge 
together ... It's really fun bringing two families together." 
This is sophomore Brooklyn Howard's first semester as 
a member of Chamber Singers. She said the audience will 
not expect the vocal power of the combined groups. 
"They're just going to be watching Spring Sing, and then 
there's just going to be a surplus of voices, which I think is 
just going to be amazing," Howard said. "It's going to be 
this big boom of sound right before intermission." 
The combined group of over 40 students sings "You Will 
Be Found" from "Dear Evan Hansen," a Tony Award-winning 
musical. With lyrics such as, "Even when the dark comes 
crashing through, when you need a friend to carry you, and 
when you're broken on the ground, you will be found," the 
song carries a powerful message for many. 
According to N eely, there will be limited choreography 
during the song so the audience can focus on the lyrics and 
pictures of the Harding community displayed on a video 
screen throughout its duration. Tidwell said she hopes the 
message the groups are trying to convey speaks clearly. 
"T he spotlight shouldn't be on us," Tidwell said. "It 
should be on Harding and the people that make up this 
beautiful community." 
